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INTRODUCTION
● Around the world, 1 in 3 women will experience physical 

or sexual abuse in her lifetime1

● Women suffer negative consequences from this violence 
that affect their physical, mental, sexual, and reproductive 
health, even increasing risk of acquiring HIV in some 
settings2

METHODS
● Women enrolled or waitlisted at Bellevue/NYU Program 

for Survivors of Torture (PSOT)
● Structured interviews on obstetric history, reproductive 

health, gender-based violence & female genital cutting 
(FGC)

● Data collection & analysis via REDCap

RESULTS: Intimate Partner & Family Violence

CONCLUSIONS
• Women applying for asylum have experienced high 

levels of family, non-family and intimate partner 
violence, both physical and sexual in nature.

• Strengths: Access to a unique geographically and 
culturally diverse population.

• Limitations: Not representative of all female 
asylum-seekers. 

• Future Directions: Effective trauma-informed care 
of this population. Female asylum seekers should 
be appropriately screened for trauma, and multiple 
roots of trauma assessed.
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OBJECTIVES
Examine family, intimate partner and non-family violence 
experienced by women applying for asylum in the Program 
for Survivors of Torture at Bellevue Hospital (PSOT).
1. Determine the number of women applying for asylum at 

the   Bellevue Hospital Program for Survivors of Torture 
who have  experienced family and/or non-family violence

2. Identify the types of family & non-family violence 
experienced by women who were interviewed

3. Characterize the injuries resulting from these types of 
violence

RESULTS
● 57 women enrolled
● 55 completed the interview

Demographics
● 69% from African countries
● Legal Status at Intake: 

33% undocumented, 15% visa, 33% other, 9% unknown
● Respondent Religion (N=55): 

Christian (38%),Unknown (38%), Muslim (20%), Buddhist 
(2%), Atheist (2%)

Trauma & Psychiatric History
● Psychiatric Diagnosis at Intake: 

PTSD 51%(29/55) Depression 42% (24/55) 

RESULTS: Coping with the Violence

RESULTS: Non-Family Violence
71% (39/55) have had a husband or partner live with them currently or in the past. 

89% (17/19) have had injuries from any of these incidents
89% (17/1989% (17/19) have had injuries from any of these incidents

89% (17/19) have had injuries from any of these incidents
) have had injuries from any of these incidents

71% (39/55) have had a husband or partner 
live with them currently or in the past 

89% (17/19) have had injuries from any of 
these incidents

51% (28/55) were physically hurt, such as 
slapped, hit, choked, beaten or kicked 

86% (24/28) sustained injuries from any of 
those incidents

62.5% saw a doctor for the injuries 

58% saw a doctor for the injuries
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