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BACKGROUND 

● Approximately 19.3% of US women experience sexual violence
during their lifetimes.1

● Prevalence of sexual trauma has been found to vary based on
characteristics such as socioeconomic status, race, and gender
identity.1

● While studies on the prevalence of sexual trauma among
women have been conducted in a variety of settings, few
studies examine the prevalence of sexual violence among
women in a clinical setting.

● Bellevue Hospital and Gouverneur Health serve diverse
populations with a low socioeconomic background.

METHODS

● Secondary analysis of screening data from a cross-sectional cohort study.
● Women recruited from the waiting room of Gouverneur Health and Bellevue

Hospital
● Potential control subjects collected for a cohort study comparing women with

known sexual trauma to unexposed controls
● Traumatic Life Events Questionnaire (TLEQ)
● Data examines reasons for exclusion from the potential control participants.

RESULTS

OBJECTIVES

To examine the prevalence of sexual trauma among women in the waiting 
room of two Women’s Health Clinics in New York City. 

CONCLUSIONS

● There appears to be a high prevalence of sexual and gender based
violence among women presenting for care in hospitals that serve a
diverse, low income population.
○ IPV was the most commonly experienced form of violence
○ The prevalence of SBV and GBV presented is much higher than the

national average.
● A majority of violence is perpetrated by an intimate partner.
● Strengths: Access to a culturally diverse population.
● Limitations: The prevalence may be even higher as participants were

informed prior to screening that eligibility requirements included never
having experienced sexual trauma.

● Future Research: Same objective but as a primary analysis.

Perpetrators of Violence
(N=47)

TLEQ Scores 
(N=68)

Frequency of Abuse Among Those Who 
Have Experienced Some Form of Abuse 

(N=47)
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Form of Abuse Experienced (N=47)

*Two patients not represented in the graph overlapped
in all categories except sex trafficking

Number of participants

Overlaps in Abuse Experienced* (N=47)
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